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I. AkTyajHocT Ha nmpobJiema

Mankute 3eMeNeNICKH CTONaHCTBa ca K/IIOYOB €JIeMEHT OT ImiobanHara CHCTeMa 3a
MPOM3BOJACTBO HAa XPaHH W OCHTYpABaHE Ha IPOJOBOJICTBEHATA CUTYPHOCT, ONPEACIANM 32
YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3sBHTHE HA CEJCKHMTE PaiiOHM M MeCTHHTe OoOIHOCTH. Beemssectnu ca ¢akture,
OCHOBaBaiiky ce Ha oleHKH Ha OpraHuzanusTa [0 IpexpaHa U 3eMe/leliue, 4e Te3W CTONaHCTBa
npeobsiafasar no Opoil crpaMo OCTaHaMHTe CTPYKTYpPH, I0-4eCTO MpHIaraT NpupoaochobpasHu
TIPON3BOICTBEHM MPAKTHKH, TPOU3BEXIAT OKOJIO €IHA TPETa OT CBeToBHaTa XpaHa. C 1eiHOCTTa cH
MaJIKMTE CTONAHCTBA TeHEepHpaT €(PeKTH OT MKOHOMHYECKO, COLHATHO M C€KOJOIMYHO €CTECTBO,
KOETO NOCTaBs BBIPOCH HE CaMO 3a TAXHATa Ba)XHOCT, HO W 3a NPEIU3BUKATENCTBATA, KOHMTO
OIpENENAT CHIECTBYBaHETO H PA3BUTHETO UM. B cBosiTa Aucepranus NOKTOpAHTKATa PasriIekKaa
MMEHHO T€3M AKTyadHM H CIOXHH BBIPOCH, CBBbP3aHH CBC CHCTOSHHETO, pOJATa M OBACIIOTO
pa3BUTHE HA MAIKHTE 3€MEIENICKH CTONAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKHTE M MOJIYIUIAHHHCKUTE PAHOHH H
TEPUTOPHUTE C BHCOKA MPHPOAHA CTOMHOCT Ha boirapus. AHaIH3BT U ONCHKHTE B M3CJICABAHETO
ca IpevyIeHy mpe3 Mmpu3Mara Ha HKOHOMHYECKAaTa )KM3HECIOCOOHOCT Ha Te3U CTOMAaHCTBA — TEMA,
KOSITO Jocera € Omna pasriexaaHa CIIOpPaJMYHO ¥ HEAOCTaTBYHO 3aJbJ00YEHO y Hac, MO Moe
MHeHHe. IKOHOMHYECKaTa KHU3HECTIOCOOHOCT HA MAJIKMTE CTONAHCTBA B CIECHU(HUYHN TEPUTOPHH,
KaKBHTO €4 IUIAHMHCKUTE W MOJNYIUIAHMHCKUTE PAlOHHM M TEPUTOPUHUTEC C BUCOKAa IPUPOAHA
CTOMHOCT, € OT KJIFOUOBO 3HAYEHHE 3@ YCTOMUYMBOTO Pa3BHTHE HA T€3H PErHOHH. B TO3M KOHTEKCT
u300pHT HA TEMA 3a JUCEPTAIMOHHMS TPY/ € aKTyalleH, 3Ha4uM M Ipejuiara MpUHOCHH MOMEHTH
KbM Hay4yHaTa M IIpaKTHYecKara IAWUCKYCHs, YacT OT KOATO € H pa3paboTeHHs ¥ MPHIOKCH
HUHTErpUPaH METOIUYECKH MOAXO0/ 32 IPOBEXKAAHE Ha H3CIICIBAHETO.

II. Llex, 3aAa4M ¥ METOAM Ha H3cJeABaHe (XUIOTE3H HA JHCEPTALMOHHHS TPY)
Llenta Ha M3CIIEIBAHETO € ,,0a Ce UICNe06d U OYeHU UKOHOMUYECKAMA HCUSHECNOCODHOCM
HA MaiKume CMONAHCMEa 6 NIAHUHCKUmME U NOJYNIAHUHCKUME pAuoHU, U 6 mepumopuume ¢
6UCOKA NPUPOOHA CMOUHOCTM, 6b3 OCHO8A HA KOEmMO 04 ce Onpeoeisim Gb3MOJICHOCMUmMe 3a



MAXHOMO pdseumue U 0a ce paseneoam egexmume 6bpXy pa3GUMUEMO HA Me3U PAlioHU".
@opMynHpoBKaTa H oTpa3sBa TeMmara, HOCTABEHA B 3ariIaBHETO, KaTO M00aBS M IOMBIHUTEICH
aCHeKT — OLICHKATa Ha Bb3JCHCTBUETO Ha Pa3BUTHETO HA MAIIKUTE CTONAHCTBA BHPXY H3CIEABAHHUTE
peruonu. Camara uen € repuHApaHa PeaTHCTHYHO H MOJXE Jia Ce OLIEHH KaTo MOCTHXuMa. Tesara,
ue: ,Mallkure CTONMAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKMTE, MOJNYIUIAHWHCKH PallOHH M TEPHTOPHHTE C BHCOKA
NPUPOJIHA CTOMHOCT Ca C MOTEHUHal Aa ObJAaT HMKOHOMHMYECKH >KM3HECIIOCOOHHM €IMHHIM. ..
JIOTHYHO CJle]iBa ¥ 0Tpa3sBa popMmy/iupaHara Lel, HOCTaBeHa € aMOMIHO3HO 3a JIa OCUTYPH 3HAYHM
HPHUHOC M CHLIEBPEMEHHO MOXE Ja ObJe MOIKperneHa C apryMEHTH W JAHHU OT H3CIIEABAHETO.
@opMyIHpaHUTE XHIOTE3H CHIIO Ca ACHO ONpE/eNeHH, IPOBEPUMH M CBBP3aHH C HEJTa U Te3aTa
Ha u3ciieiBaHeTo. [locTaBeHuTe 3a1a49y Ha H3CNEABAHETO: OOOCHOBKA Ha KPUTEPUH 3a Je(UHUpaHE
Ha MaJIKH CTONIAHCTBA, aHAJIU3 Ha XU3HECIOCOOHOCTTa, HACHTHGHIMpPaHe HA KIIFOYOBUTE aKTOpH
32 TIOCTMTAHETO M M INPENOCTaBSHE HA HACOKM 3a NMOAOOPEHHS, II03BONABAT W3IBIHEHHE Ha
nocTaBeHara nen. 3ajauynTe CMATaM 3a KOHKPETHH, JTOTHYHH, KaTO HO3BOJISBAT 1A ce CTPYKTYpHpa
no0Ope npoueca Ha CaMOTO H3CIEABaHE, 33 J@ Ce ITOANOMOTHE IPHEMAHETO/OTXBHPISHETO HA
XHUIOTE3HTE.

[IpunoxeHure MeTOAM (TEOPETUYHHM M EMIHPHYHM, KOJIMYECTBEHH M KAuyeCTBEHH) H
H3IPAJICHAAT MY/ITHAMCIMIUVIMHAPEH IOAXOJ HAa H3CJIEJBAHETO IIO3BOJABAT Ja CE pealu3upa
Heropara HayyHa CTOHMHOCT M Jia C€ TrapaHTHpa BalHAHOCT M HAAEKIHOCT HA pe3y/ITaTHTE,
U3BOJIMTE M NpenopbkuTe. OCHIIECTBIBAHETO MM HOJAKPENS W3IMBIHEHHETO HA LENTa U 3aJa4dTe B
AycepTaLuUATa, KAKTO U ca NOJXOASIIH 3a IPOBEPKATa HA XUIIOTE3HUTE.

IlpuemMam 3a KOPEKTHO TIOCOYEHH M3MOJN3BAaHUTE M3TOYHULIK Ha uHOOpPMAUUsS H
OTPaHUYECHUATA, B PAMKUTE Ha KOMUTO € IPOBEACHO HM3CIEABAHETO, KOCTO MpHAaBa SCHOTA U
O0OEKTUBHOCT Ha ITPOBEICHUTE aHATIM3H H OLIEHKH.

I1I. Haraeano npejcraBsiHe u HHTEPIIPETAIHUA Ha MoJyveHHTe pedyiaratu. U3noassana
JIMTEpaTypa
Pesynratute ca mo0pe CTPYKTYpHpPaHH H BH3yallM3UpaHH upe3 TaGiuuM, rpaQukd H
¢urypu. Te nokassar pesynTaTuTe OT aHAIN3a HA JAHHUTE OT 'bPBHYHH U BTOPHYHH W3TOYHHIIH,
NO3BOJIABAILM OLECHKA HA HKOHOMUYECKOTO ChCTOSHHUE, COMATHUTE €(PEeKTH U MEPCHEKTHBHTE HA
MaIKHTE CTOITAHCTBA B IOCOYEHHMTE paliOHH Ha u3cieBaHeTo. MHTeppeTanusTa Ha pe3ysITaTUTe €
JoruyHa ¥ nobpe cBbp3aHa € IOCTaBeHaTa e, Te3a M B CHOTBETCTBHE C IMpOBEpKATa Ha
NOCTABEHUTE XHUIIOTE3H, KOETO YJECHABA Pa3OMpaHETO Ha KIIIOYOBHUTE HM3BOAH M OTIIPABEHHTE
PETIOPBKH.
ChuceKbT Ha M3II0JI3BaHATA JUTEpaTypa BKIOYBA 144 JTUTEpaTypHH H3TOYHHKA, OT KOWTO
28 na Obarapcku e3uk. CMmsTam, 4e € MpoyyeHa OCHOBHA YacT OT KJIacM4ecKaTa H CHelaaIu3upana
Hay4yHa JIMTEPaTypa BbB BPh3Ka ChC CBHINECTBYBAUMTE KOHLUENIUH U pa30UpaHe HA KATErOPHUTE
MaJKO CTOIAHCTBO, IUIAHUHCKH U TOJYIUIAHWHCKH paliOHH W MKOHOMHYECKA JXKHU3HECHOCOOHOCT,
KaKTo M u300phT Ha aBTOpa 3a AepHHUpAaHE HA TE3M KAaTErOPHH C OIJIe[ OCBHIIECTBABAHE HA
M3CNEeBAHETO M pa3padoTBaHe HA JUCEpTalHOHHHMS Tpyx. JoOpo BmeuariieHwe MpaBu
- pa3HOOOPA3HETO OT U3MOI3BAaHU MYOIMKALHHY U NIPEJCTABCHHTE MHEHHUS Ha H3BECTHU aBTOPH.

IV. IlpuHoch Ha NHCePTALHOHHHUS TPYA
Hay4Ho-dpyHaameHTaInn



JIMCepTAlMOHHHUAT TPYA HMa CBOMTE IIPUHOCH KbM paMKaTa 3a M3CJC/BaHE U OLICHKA Ha
HKOHOMMYECKATA >KU3HECIIOCOOHOCT HA MAJIKUTE 3EMECICIICKH CTonaHCTiaa, OT KOHTO Mora ja
OTKpOSI:

v' OnepanMoHATU3APa C€ MOHATHETO ,,AKOHOMHYECKa JKH3HECIIOCOOHOCT HA MAJIKHUTE
CTOMAHCTBA B KOHTEKCTA HA PETHOHH ChC CHELU(UYHH reorpad)Cki ¥ UKOHOMHYECKH YCIIOBUS,
KaTo BBIPEKM MIMPOKOTO H OOCHKAaHe B Hay4yHaTa JUTEpaTypa JIMICBA neduHUIMS, KOITO Ja
OTYMTA U MECTHUTE YCIOBHUSA U CIENU(UKUTE HA TE3U CTONAHCTBA.

v Unentuduuupate u cHCTeMaTH3anus Ha GpakTopuTe, KOUTO BIMAAT HA HKOHOMHMYCCKATa
JHU3HECTTIOCOOHOCT ¢ (OKyC BBpXY crenuuyHuTe MpoOIeMH W BB3MOXKHOCTH 3a pPasBUTHE B
IJIAHHHCKUTE ¥ MOJTYTUIAHUHCKHATE PAiOHH M TEPHTOPHHTE C BHCOKA IIPUPOJIHA CTOHHOCT.

v’ PazpabGoTBaHe HAa MHCTPyMEHTapUyM 3a OLleHKa Ha HKOHOMMYECKaTa KU3HECIIOCOOHOCT
Ha MaJKUTE 3E€MEACICKH CTONMAHCTBA, MPWIOXKHUM M B pPasiMyYeH KOHTEKCT OT NPEACTaBCHHS B
JIACEPTAIUOHHUS TPYL.

Hay4Ho-npui0Kau

Jlucepranuara Npeaiara KOHKPETHH pelleHHs 3a I0700psABaHe Ha HKOHOMHYECKara
U3HECIIOCOOHOCT Ha MAJKUTE CTOIIAHCTBA M TAXHOTO YCTOHYMBO Pa3BUTHE, KOETO MO3BOJIABA Ja
_C€ OTKPOAT U MPAKTHKO-ITPHIIOKHUTE IPHHOCH, KbM KOUTO BKIIIOYBAM:!

v’ BHespsBaHe Ha METOAM 3 OLEHKA Ha €QEeKTHTE 33 MKOHOMHYECKaTa KU3HECITOCOOHOCT
Ha MAJKHTE CTONAHCTBA C MPEIOKEHHE 3a YIPaBICHUE Ha KIIIOUOBUTE (PaKkToOpH 3a 1n0100psABaHETO
il 3a CTOMAHCTBATa B pa3riIeKIaHUTE PAOHH.

v Ilpennoxenue 3a MoJoOpsBaHE HA MEXaHW3MUTE Ha HOJMTHKUTE 3a HacbpyaBaHE Ha
MaJIKUTE€ CTOIAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKHUTE M IOJYILUIAHHHCKUTE PaHOHM M TEPHUTOPUUTE C BUCOKA
IPUPOJIHA CTOMHOCT Ype3 LeNeHacOueHa 1 afianTHpaHa oOIeCTBeHa IOAKPeNa, KOATO 1a OTTOBOPH
Ha CTICIU(PHYHUTE HYKIM Ha T€3M CTONAHCTBA.

v OCbleCTBEHH ca IyOJIMKAUH U ca IPeACTaBEHH NIPEHOPBKH 3a CEKTOPa, KOUTO MOTraT Ja
Ce W3MOJ3BaT 3a HAChpYaBaHe HAa YCTOHYMBOTO 3€MEIENIME B IUIAHWHHCKUTE M IOIYIJIAHAHCKHUTE
paifoHH, ChYETABAMKN HKOHOMHYECKAaTa €PEKTUBHOCT ChC 3aMa3BaHETO HA NPUPOAHMTE PECYypCH H
O6uopazHooOpa3ueTo.

V. Ily6aMKaHOHHA AKTHBHOCT M OLEHKA HA KA4eCTBOTO HA HAYYHHTE Iy OIHKALHY

JloxtopanT Boxypa ®upancka ¢ NpeACTaBUIA JBe IMyONMKalWu, KOMTO Ca CBbP3aHM C
TeMaTHKaTa Ha JMCEPTAlMOHHHS TPYA M OTpa3siBaT OCHOBHM 4YacTv OT Hero. IlpenctaBenu 3a
pelieH3upane ca cTaThs, myOnukysana B cm. Journal of Mountain Agriculture on the Balkans
(caMocTOsITeIIHA, a CIHMCAHKETO € mHAekcupaHo B Web of Science) u moknajg B CbaBTOPCTBO €
- Hay4HHS PHKOBOJHMTEN B MexayHaponna KoHbeperums (Book of proceeding VII International
Conference “Agricultural Economics to support farming”). Te ca my6aukysanu B nepuoaa 2020-
2021r. ¥ OTrOBapAT B KOMHYECTBEHO U KAYECTBEHO OTHOIICHHE HA W3HCKBAHMATA 32 PH/I00HMBaHE
Ha OHC “gokTtop”.

VI. KpuruuHH 6e1eXKH, BBIIPOCH H NPENOPbKH KbM KaHAHAATA
TIpensioxeHuaT QUCEepTAMOHEH TPYI MPHTEXkaBa JOCTOHHCTBA, KOWUTO Osixa CHOMEHATH U
OTPa3EHH JI0 MOMEHTA. 3aToBa H3JIOKCHHTE TYK KPMTHYHHM O€NEKKH W MPENOpbKH Clie/Ba Aa Ce
BB3MpHEMAT KaTO KOHCTPYyKTHBHHM HACOKH 3a JIOIBIHHUTENHO YChBBpIIEHCTBaHe. [To3BoIsBaM cH ia
npenopbyaM Ha Boxypa ®ugaHcka SCHO 1@ M3passiBa CBOATA MO3MIMS U B ObJeliara cu paboTa,



Ka70 NPELU3HO OTpa3siBa U ChbBPEMEHHH JIMTEPATYPHH H3TOYHHUIM B TUCKYCHATA H AHATH3A U SICHO
ha OTKposBa CcBOsi npuHOC. CbiUo Taka MomoOHA pa3paboTka OM criedennna OT MPEHH3HOTO
M3II0/I3BAHE M IOCICTOBATCAHOTO HM3SCHSABAHE W NPHJIAraHe Ha BEB3IPHETATa TEPMHUHOJIOTHS U
xoHuenuuu. Tosa e 0coGeHO BaXHO, THH KaTo B MOMEHTa BCE OLIE BBH3HHKBAT BBIPOCH H
K0jicOaHus, CBbP3aHH C U30paHHTE U M3NOJI3BAHY A()UHHLINM, OHATHS, CXBALIAHUSA U MHEHHS H
Ha Ta3d OCHOBa TBBPICHUS 33 MAJKHTE€ CTONAHCTBA, MKOHOMHYECKATA JKHM3HECIIOCOOHOCT,
IVTAHUHCKHUTE M TOJNYIUIAHHHCKUTE pallOoHM W TEPUTOPHHUTE C BHCOKA NpUpoaHa croiuoct. Ha
CJIeJBALLO MACTO, IIPU NPOBEXKIAHE HA HAYIHH U3CIECABAHUS NIPEICTABUTENHOCTTA ¥ CPABHUMOCTTA
Ha pe3yJTaTUTe ¢ U3KIIIOYMTE/IHO BaXKHA, KATO B OCHOBATA HA TOBA IIPH aHKETHMTE MPOYYBAHHUS €
HayWHa Ha GopMHUpaHe HA M3BAJKaTa U pasricKIaHus IEPHOJ. 3aTOBA € 3aIb/DKUTEIHO B Obele
AOKTOpaHTKaTa Ja OObpHE BHMMAHHE W Ja HACOYH YCHJIMS M KBM Ta3d 4acT OT IIPHJIOKEHHUS
IIOAXOM, KOETO IIE OCHTYPH H HEOOXOIUMHTE JOCTOBEPHOCT, OOEKTHBHOCT U CHCTEMATHYHOCT B
ycuiusita # ia paskpue ¥ 00sICHM HOBH BPB3KH M 3aBHCHMOCTH. BcHuko ToBa € mpeamocraBka 3a
yOEMTENHOCT Ha HM3BOJAMTE OT €IHO TAaKOBAa M3CICABAHE M IPU3HABAHETO MM OT HaydHara
OOIIHOCT.

BuX Hckana ja MOCTaBst ¥ HAKOM BBIPOCH, IO KOHMTO Le Ce pajBaM TOKTOpaHT Boxypa
duancKa 1a B3eMe OTHOIICHHE TT0 BpeME Ha 3allMTaTa Ha JUCEPTAMOHHMS TP, 3 UMEHHO:

1) Kax ce nepunnpa u usmepsa ,,IpueMIIHBa Bb3BPAINaeMOCT, IOCOYEHA BB BH3MPHETOTO
OIPEICIICHUE 38 HKOHOMUYECKA )KU3HECIIOCOOHOCT, KaTo YacT OT IPHIOKEHHUS MOAXO0/, 3a HeliHaTa
orenka? Heobxonumo jm € u Kak Ja ce JudepeHirpa MpueMInBaTa Bb3BPalIaeMOCT B 3aBUCHMOCT
OT CTONAHCTBOTO MJIM B 3aBUCHUMOCT OT PETHOHA, PECHEKTHBHO B M3CJIEJBAHETO 3a IUIAHUHCKH H
NOJIYTUITAHUHCKH M 33 TEPUTOPHH C BUCOKA MPUPOAHA CTOMHOCT?

2) Kaksu ca noTeHUMaNHUTE PHCKOBE H IPEU3BHKATENCTBA 33 YCTOWYMBOTO pa3BHTHE Ha
MaJIKMTE CTONAHCTBA B KOHTEKCTA Ha JAHEIUIHMTE IPEeIU3BUKATEICTBA BbB BepUraTa 3a JOCTABKH,
NPOMEHAIM ce KIMMaT U riobansute KoHmuktu? Jlo KakBa CTENEH TOBA C€ OTHACA KbM TAXHATA
OTHOCHTEJIHA CAMOCTOSATEIHOCT, TOCOYEHA B ONPEAETICHUETO 38 HKOHOMHYECKA XH3HECTIOCOOHOCT?

3AK/IIOYEHHME:

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha NpPHIIOXKEHHTE, OT NOKTOpAaHTKaTa, Pa3zIdYyHM METOJH Ha H3Cie/IBaHe,
U3BCIICHUTE CKCIHEPHMEHTH, HalpaBeHMTE OOOOHIEHMS M H3BOIM CYHTAM, Y€ MPEACTABEHHUST
JUCEPTAMOHEH TPYA OTroBaps Ha u3nckpanusita Ha 3PACPB u IlpaBunnuka 3a ycnosusta u pena
3a NpuaOOMBAaHE Ha HayYHH CTENCHHU M 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMH4HH JUThXHOCTH B CCA, KoeTo Mu
Jasa ocHoBaHue ja ro ouens IHOJIOKUTEJIHO.

Bb3 OCHOBa Ha TOpPEH3JIOKEHOTO MpepIaraM ja ce Npuchaud Ha boxcypa Acenoesa
Q@udancka HayyHaTa CTENEH “0okmop” B obnacT Ha BHcIle oOpazoBanre COLUATIHH, CTOMAHCKU
NpaBHU HayKH, mnpodecHoHanHno HanpaeieHue 3.8. HKkonHomuxa, HaydHa CHEUHMATHOCT
~Opzanusayun u ynpaenetnue (3emedenue)”.
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I. Relevance of the Problem

Small farms play a vital role in the global food production system and are essential for
ensuring food security. These farms not only contribute significantly to the sustainable development
of rural areas but also support local communities. According to assessments by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), small farms outnumber larger agricultural enterprises and
frequently adopt environmentally friendly production practices. Remarkably, they are responsible
for producing approximately one-third of the world’s food supply. The activities carried out by
small farms have far-reaching economic, social, and ecological impacts, prompting important
discussions about their significance and the various challenges they face in today’s world. In this
dissertation, the doctoral candidate delves into contemporary and intricate issues surrounding the
status, function, and future prospects of small farms specifically in Bulgaria's mountainous and
semi-mountainous regions, as well as in areas characterized by high nature value. The analysis
presented in the study is framed through the lens of economic viability—a subject that has not been
thoroughly explored in Bulgaria, despite its critical importance. Understanding the economic
feasibility of small farms in these unique territories is fundamental to ensuring their sustainable
development. In this context, the selected dissertation topic not only reflects current and pressing
issues but also aims to contribute valuable insights to both scientific and practical discussions. A
key component of this research is the integrated methodological approach that has been developed
and applied, which provides a comprehensive framework for examining the intricacies of small
farms in these distinctive regions.

II. II Research Objective, Tasks and Methods (Dissertation Hypotheses)

The research objective is "fo investigate and evaluate the economic viability of small farms
in mountain and semi-mountain regions and high nature value territories, based on which to
determine their development opportunities and examine the effects on the development of these
regions". The formulation of the research objective reflects the central theme articulated in the title,



while also introducing an important additional consideration: evaluating the impact of the
development of small farms on the regions being studied. The objective outlined is both realistic
and attainable, setting a clear path for the investigation. The assertion that "Small farms in
mountain, semi-mountain, and high nature value areas have the potential to operate as economically
viable units..." not only aligns logically with the established objective but also articulates an
ambitious goal that seeks to make a significant contribution to the field. This thesis is well-
supported by a robust collection of arguments and empirical data gathered throughout the research.
The hypotheses proposed are clearly delineated and readily verifiable, ensuring they are closely
intertwined with both the core objective and the central thesis of the study. The defined research
tasks — such as justifying the criteria for identifying small farms, analyzing their viability,
pinpointing the key factors that contribute to this viability, and outlining actionable guidelines for
improvement — are both specific and methodical. This structure facilitates a coherent research
process that effectively promotes the acceptance or rejection of the hypotheses.

The methodology employed in the study encompasses a blend of theoretical and empirical
approaches, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative techniques, which fosters a
multidisciplinary perspective. This approach not only enhances the scientific value of the research
but also ensures that the results, conclusions, and recommendations are both valid and reliable. The
execution of these methods effectively supports the fulfilment of the dissertation's stated objectives
and tasks, making them well-suited for the rigorous testing of the hypotheses.

Moreover, I find the cited sources of information to be credible and the limitations
acknowledged during the research add a layer of clarity and objectivity to the analyses and
assessments conducted. Overall, this comprehensive framework strengthens the reliability of the
study's findings and reinforces its contributions to the field.

III. Visual Representation and Interpretation of Obtained Results. Used Literature

The results are well-structured and visualized through tables, graphs, and figures. They
demonstrate the analysis results from primary and secondary sources, allowing an assessment of the
economic condition, social effects, and prospects of small farms in the specified research regions.
The results interpretation is logical and well-connected to the set objective, thesis, and in
accordance with the hypothesis testing, which facilitates understanding of the key conclusions and
presented recommendations.

The literature list includes 144 literary sources, of which 28 are in Bulgarian. I believe that
the main part of classic and specialized scientific literature has been studied regarding existing
concepts and understanding of categories such as small farms, mountain and semi-mountain
regions, and cconomic viability, as well as the author's choice for defining these categories to
conduct the research and develop the dissertation. The diversity of used publications and presented
opinions of renowned authors is impressive..

IV. Dissertation Contributions
Scientific-Fundamental
The dissertation has contributions to the framework for investigating and evaluating the
economic viability of small farms, among which I can highlight:
v" Operationalization of the "economic viability" concept for small farms in the context of
regions with specific geographical and economic conditions, where despite widespread discussion



in scientific literature, a definition that considers local conditions and specificities of these farms is
lacking.

v’ Identification and systematization of factors influencing economic viability, focusing on
specific problems and development opportunities in mountain and semi-mountain regions and high
nature value territories.

v Development of a toolkit for assessing the economic viability of small farms, applicable
in different contexts from that presented in the dissertation.

Scientific-Applied

The dissertation offers specific solutions for improving the economic viability of small
farms and their sustainable development, which allows highlighting practical-applied contributions,
including:

v Implementation of methods for assessing economic viability effects of small farms with
a proposal for managing key factors for improving it for farms in the examined regions.

v’ A proposal for improving policy mechanisms to encourage small farms in mountain and
semi-mountain regions and high nature value territories through targeted and adapted public support
that responds to the specific needs of these farms.

v Implemented publications and sector recommendations that can be used to promote
sustainable agriculture in mountain and semi-mountain regions, combining economic efficiency
with preserving natural resources and biodiversity. '

V. Publication Activity and Scientific Publication Quality Assessment

Doctoral candidate Bozhura Fidanska has presented two publications related to the
dissertation topic and reflecting its main parts. Submitted for review are an article published in the
Journal of Mountain Agriculture on the Balkans (individual, and the journal is indexed in Web of
Science) and a report co-authored with the scientific supervisor at an international conference
(Book of Proceedings VII International Conference "Agricultural Economics to Support Farming").
They were published in 2020-2021 and meet the quantitative and qualitative requirements for
obtaining the educational and scientific degree "doctor".

VI. Critical Notes, Questions and Recommendations to the Candidate

The proposed dissertation possesses significant merits that have been highlighted throughout
this discussion. Consequently, the critical notes and recommendations provided here should be
viewed as constructive guidelines aimed at fostering further improvement. I urge Bozhura Fidanska
to articulate her scholarly position with clarity in her future work. This means engaging
thoughtfully with contemporary literary sources during her discussions and analyses while making
an effort to distinctly underline her unique contributions to the field. Moreover, the dissertation
would greatly benefit from a precise and consistent clarification of the terminology and concepts
utilized. This aspect is crucial because there are currently many questions and uncertainties
surrounding the definitions, concepts, interpretations, and viewpoints that have been chosen and
employed. Such ambiguities can affect assertions related to small farms, economic viability,
mountain and semi-mountain regions, and high nature value territories. In the realm of scientific
research, ensuring the representativeness and comparability of results is paramount. For survey
studies, this hinges significantly on the methodology used to form samples and the timeframes that
are considered. Therefore, it is essential for the doctoral candidate to focus her efforts on refining



these aspects of her applied approach in the future. Attention to this area will enhance the
credibility, objectivity, and systematic nature of her research endeavours, enabling her to uncover
and explain new connections and dependencies effectively. Ultimately, addressing these areas with
diligence is a prerequisite for enhancing the persuasiveness of her research findings and for gaining
the recognition and validation from the scientific community that her work deserves.

I would also like to pose some questions which I would be pleased for Doctoral Candidate
Bozhura Fidanska to address during the dissertation defence:

1) How is "acceptable return” defined and measured, mentioned in the adopted definition of
economic viability, as part of the applied approach for its assessment? Is it necessary and how
should acceptable return be differentiated depending on the farms or the region, respectively in the
study for mountain and semi-mountain and high nature value territories?

2) What are the potential risks and challenges for the sustainable development of small
farms in the context of today's supply chain challenges, changing climate, and global conflicts? To
what extent does this relate to their relative independence mentioned in the economic viability
definition?

CONCLUSION:

Based on the various research methods applied by the doctoral candidate, the conducted
experiments, made generalizations, and conclusions, I believe that the presented dissertation meets
the requirements of ZRASRB and the Regulations for Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring
Scientific Degrees and Occupying Academic Positions in AA, which gives me grounds to evaluate
it POSITIVELY.

Based on the above, I propose that Bozhura Asenova Fidanska be awarded the scientific degree
"doctor" in the field of higher education Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field
3.8. Economics, scientific specialty "Organization and management (agriculture)".
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