CENCKOCTOMNAHCKA AKALEMUA
COLUA

CTAHOBHIIE 06.04 . 0 25

BBPXY JUCEPTAllHOHCH TPYA 3a MOJly4aBaHEe Ha Hay4dHATa CTEICH ,,JIOKTOP™ B 001acT Ha
BUcIie obpa3oBanue 3 ConuaiHu, CTONAHCKY U NMPABHH HayKH, NIPO(ECHOHATHO HAIpaBJICHHE
3.8 Uxonommka kM HNAUN-Codwus, HayuyHa chOeHHATHOCT ,,OpraHu3aliisd H YIpaBlcHHE

(3eMenenue)“

Tema ®W  aBTOp Ha _ nucepranmoHnms _ tpyx: ,AKOHOMMUUECKA
XU3HECIIOCOBHOCT HA MAIJIKUTE 3EMEJEJICKM CTOIIAHCTBA B
IIJIAHUHCKUTE, TIOJNIVIUIAHUHCKUTE PAWOHU U TEPUTOPUU C BHUCOKA
IIPUPOJTHA CTOMHOCT*, BOXXYPA ACEHOBA ®UJIAHCKA

YjeH HA HAY4YHOTO kypu: mnpodecop a-p Xpabpun SAuymeB bames, MucTtutyT no

arpapHa ukoHomuka — Codus, HayyHa cnenHanHocT UKOHOMHKA UM yIpaBJieHHE (3EMEAEIHe),
3amoBey; 3a HasHavyaBane Ha HXX Ne PJI05-271/12.12.2024r. na Ilpencemarens Ha

CenckocTomaHcKa aKaJacMHusa

I. AkryaaHocT Ha npobJaema

JlucepTallMOHHUSAT TPYA € IO €AWH OT Hali-aKkTyaJlHUTe M CBIIEBPEMEHHO Hai-
OUCKYTHPaHHU H BCE OLIE HEMBJIHO pa3paboTeHH BBHIIPOCH Ha arpapHara T€OpHs M MPAaKTUKa —
3a XOJIMCTUYHA OIIEHKAa Ha HKOHOMMYECKaTa KHU3HECIIOCOOHOCT Ha 3eMEENICKUTE CTOIIAHCTBA U
HeitHuTe KpUTHYHH (dakTopu. B cTpaHaTa npakTU4YecKH JIHMIICBAT, @ B MEXIYyHapOJEH IUIaH ca
MaoOpOHHH, BCceOOXBAaTHHUTE OLEHKHM Ha pPAaBHUIIETO M (aKTOpHTE Ha HKOHOMHYECKA
XHU3HECTIOCOOHOCT Ha MAJIKUTE 3€MEHEIICKM CTONAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKHTE M IOIYIUIAHHHCKH
palioOHM ¥ TEPUTOPHM C BHCOKa NMPHUPOIHA CTOMHOCT B IEpUO/Ja HAa WIEHCTBO B EBponeiickus

Cp103.

II. Hex, 3a7a49u 1 MeTOAHM HA H3CJIeABaAHE (XHIIOTE3H HA JHCEPTANMOHHMSA TPYX)

HCJITa, 3aJayrTe, TE3ara W XHIOTEC3UTEC HaA OJUCCPTAIMOHHHUA TpPyd Cca 1106pe
(bOpMyJIIpraHH. A,uanTupaHn ca noaxoadammi CbBpPCMCHHH INOAXOOHW U METOAM Ha HAYUHHA
AQHAJIN3 KaTo: CHCTCMCH, NPEIMETCH, KOMINNICKCCH, CTPYKTYPE€H, CPAaBHUTCIICH U CTOHHOCTHO-

H3MEPHUTCIICH, CTATHCTHYCCKH I'PYIIUPOBKH, AUCIICPCHOHCH aHAJIN3, AHKETHO H IIT:JI60‘II/IHHO
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IpoydBaHe, rpapudeH METOM, OTHOCHTEIIHA CPAaBHUTENNHA OLEHKA, BEPOSTHOCTHO M3CJIEABAHE C
KO-BapHanysl, JECKPUIITUBEH aHAIN3, HHIUKATOPEH METOJI, EKCIIEPTHA OIEHKA, CTATHCTHYECKH
METOJH 3a ONpelensHe Ha TpeHIoBeTe. M Ap. IIpaBu ce no6Bp OMMT 3a mpuiIara€e Ha
XOJMCTHYEH MOJAXOJ M 33 M3MON3BaHE HA ,MONEPHH" KaTeropud OT ChBPEMEHHHS
UKOHOMMYECKH aHalM3 KaTo MalKO H 3€MEIEICKO CTONAHCTBO, (opMa Ha YIIpaBlICHHE H
nasapHa OpHMEHTalMs Ha CTOIAHCTBOTO, 3€MS M 3eMeeHe C BHCOKa IPHpPOAHA CTOMHOCT,
HHCTUTYLIMOH&IHA H MOTHBallUOHHA Cpela, YCTOWUYMBOCT, €(GEKT Ha IOJHTHKHUTE,

MOTHBAaLIMOHHH (HaKTOpH ¥ PO Ha areHTHTE, CLICHAPHH 32 Pa3BUTHE U JP.

IIl. Harneqno mnpeacTaBssHe M HHTEpPHpPETANHS HA MOJYYEHHTE pe3yJTATH.

H3non3BaHa Jureparypa

Cnbpana e u ob6paboTeHa OrpoMeH 1o 06eM CTaTHCTHYECKa, OTYETHA, aHKETHA M Jp.
uHbOpMaLus, KOATO € 3aIbI00YCHO aHATHU3HPaHa U NPaBHIHO HHTepnpeTupana. [lonyyenute
pe3yJITaTHTE Ca CIOJYyYIMBO IPEIACTAaBEHH B pa3’HOOOpa3HM U roiiiM Ha Opod ¢urypu u
Tabmmy — o6mo 80 6pos. 3axbpnboueHo ca MPOydYEeHH, KPUTHYHO AHAM3MPAHH M MPABHIIHO
U3M0JI3BaHM MHOTOYMCIIEHH OBITrapcKH U YyXXICCTPaHHH aKaIeMHUYHH yOIHKalMy, TOKIaH,
obHIMATHE JOKYMEHTH M Jp. [0 TeMara Ha AHCEPTAlUATa, IOJsIMaTa 4acT OT KOHTO Ha

aHrmiicku e3uk. TpyasT € oOpe CTPYKTYpHpaH U HAallUCaH Ha CHBPEMEHEH HaydeH €3HK.

IV. IlpuHocu Ha AUcepTAUMOHHHS TPYA

Hayuno-gynoamenmannu npunocu: Ha ocHoBara Ha 3aXbJI00YEH KPUTHYEH aHAIM3 HA
pPa3sBUTHETO HA TEOPUATA M NPAKTHKATA 38 HKOHOMUYECKa KHU3HECTOCOOHOCT Ha 3€MEIEIICKHTE
CTOMAHCTBaTa M YCTOHYMBOTO pa3BUTHE ca pa3paboOTECHH TEOPETHKO-METOJIOJIOTHUECKHTE
OCHOBH 3a pa3bHpaHe, aHaIM3 M OLEHKAa Ha MKOHOMHYECKA KM3HECIOCOOHOCT Ha MAJIKUTE
CTOIAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKUTE M MOJYIUIAHMHCKUTE DalOHHM M 3€MHTE C BHCOKA MPHPO/HA
croiiHocT B ycnoBuaTa Ha npusarade Ha OCII va EC B benrapus. Ilpeanara ce opuraHaiza u
(mo) amexBaTHa AeQHHHIKS HA KaTeTOPHATa MKOHOMHYECKA KH3HECIOCOOHOCT Ha (epMaTa.
CnonywMBo ce amanTUpar pa3IudHH MOAXOAU U € NMpeHIoKeHa CHCTEMA OT IIOKa3aTeNld 3a
KOJIMYECTBEHAa OLEHKAa HAa OCHOBHM AacCHeKTH M Ha IAJIOCTHATA HKOHOMMYECKA
XHM3HECIIOCOOHOCT Ha CTOMNAHCTBAaTa, KOETO JaBa BBH3MOXHOCT 3a IIO-IBJIHA OIICHKA Ha

PAaBHUILICTO, PA3BUTUETO U U3MEPCHUATA HA Ta3H CIIOXKHA (bepMepcxa XapaKTCPUCTHKA.



Hayuno-npunoocnu npunocu: 3a nBpBH HBT € HAlpaBeHa XOJMCTHYHA OLCHKA H
CpaBHHTEIEH aHAIN3 Ha PABHUIIETO, AWHAMHKAaTa H KPUTHYHH (aKTOpH Ha MKOHOMHMYECKA
H3HECIIOCOOHOCT Ha MAJIKHTE CTONMAHCTBA B IUIAHWHCKHUTE W NOJNYIJIAHUHCKUTE PaliOHH M B
TEPUTOPHH C BUCOKA IIPUPO/HA CTOHHOCT 3eME/IENICKHTE CTONAHCTBA, KOMTO 00XBAIIAT IIEPHON
Ha WieHCTBO Ha crpanata B EC. HanpaseHu ca Ba)xHM H3BOJH 3a PABHHMIIETO U TCHACHIIUHUTE B
HKOHOMHYECKOTO H (HHAHCOBO CHCTOSHHE W MKOHOMHYECKATa XHU3HECTIOCOOHOCT Ha MAJIKHUTE
CTONAHCTBA B IUIAHMHCKHUTE W MOJYIUIAHHHCKH pailOHH, BKITIOYHTENHO Ha (epMH ¢ pasinuHa
crenuanu3anvs B HeobnarojerecTBaHu paifonu. UneHtudbumupanu ca GakTopuTe, KOHTO
obycnaBar (MOTHBHpPAaT H CTHMYJIHpPaT) IIOBEACHHETO Ha MAJIKUTE€ CTONAHCTBA 3a
arpoOeKOJIOTMYHH JIEHHOCTH B 3€MHTE C BHCOKAa IpPHpPOJHA CTOMHOCT. PaskputH ca
NOTPeGHOCTUTE, IPEAU3BHKATEICTBATA W BEPOSATHOTO HM3MEHEHHE Ha Opos Ha MAaJKHTE
CTOIIAaHCTBA B IUIAHHHCKUTE M NOJYIUIAHUHCKHTE paiOHM Ipe3 HOBHS IPOrpaMeH IEpuol, H
HanpaBeHH IEHHU IPENOPBKH 3a nono6pﬂBéHe HAa MKOHOMHYECKATa UM XHU3HECHOCOOHOCT
nocpeAcTBOM eeKTHBHY (HOpMH Ha 0OMIeCTBEHA MHTEPBEHIIHS.

OcHoBHaTa 1eJ1 U IOCTaBEHHTE 3aJavd Ha M3CJEABAHETO Ca YCIEHIHO M3IBIHEHH, a

Te3aTa Ha JUCEPTaIlUATa U H3CIEAOBATEICKUTE XHIIOTE3H JOKa3aHH.
V. Ily6JHKanmHOHHA AKTHBHOCT M OLEHKA HA Ka9eCTBOTO HA HAYYHHTE Iy0JHKANMH

Hanpasenwu ca aBe HayYHH MyOIHUKAIMH, KOUTO NPEACTABAT J00pe OCHOBHH PE3YIITaTH
Ha JUCEPTAl[MOHHUA TPy, KOHTO Ca Ha AHITIMHCKH €3MK M B aBTOPUTETHHM aKaJCMHYHH

n3nagus Ha CeJICKOCTOIIaHCKa aKaaCMHu.
V1. Kputuunu 6ejie’KKH, BLIIPOCH H NIPENOPbKH KbM KaHAHAATA

Hmam crieTHUTE KPUTHYHH O€JIeKKA KbM AUCEPTalHOHHHUS TPY:

a/ He ce IpaBH OLEHKA HA PABHUIIETO HA HKOHOMHYECKA JKM3HECIIOCOOHOCT (BHUCOKO,
CpPENHO, HHCKO) Ha MAJIKHTE CTONAHCTBA B H3CJEIBAHMTE DPalOHM, a CaMO Ha HEHHOTO
CBCTOSIHHE (KHM3HECTIOCOOHO HIIM HEXH3HECTIOCOOHO), NTMHAMHKA M CPaBHEHHE C Ta3H Ha
MAaJIKMTE CTOIIAaHCTBA B CTpaHara.

6/ He ce OTYHTA HATBJIHO poJiATa Ha MankoTo CTONAHCTBO KaTO CMEIHAIHA CTPYKTYpa
(dbopma) Ha raBBpHAHC, KOETO GH IO3BONHIO Aa ce pasbepe 1o-100pe HeroBara (abCONOTHA H
CpaBHHTENHA) epEKTHBHOCT U Pa3xonu (NMPOU3BOACTBCHH M TPAaH3aKIMOHHH), MOTEHIHAN H

CTHMYJH Ja aJanTaius, paBHUINA U IMEPCHCKTHBH Ha YCTOfI‘IHBOCT, KHU3HECIIOCOOHOCT U
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resilience B mpoMeHsmaTa ce (M CHIHO chenuuyYHa 3a M3yYaBaHWTE palioHM) TNasapHa,
MHCTHTYLIMOHAJIHA U IPUPOAHA Cpena.

B/ Ha HAKOJKO MecTa B pa3paboTKara ce NpaBH HEHYXHO AETalJIHO NpejcTaBsHE Ha
J00pe 103HaTH MKOHOMHUYECKH ITOKa3aTeNH (CTaHaapTHa OpyTHa medanba, IpOH3BOJUTETHOCT
Ha TpyJAa, IPOXYKTHBHOCT, PEHTaOHJIHOCT, JHUKBHIHOCT W Jp.) M NOAPOGHO ONMCAaHH B
nuteparypara meroad (AVONA, oneHka Ha cunata Ha motuBanusata, RCA, PROCOV u zp.)

I/ B METOAMKAaTa c€ II0COYBAT ,,CTapH* pedepeHTHH CTOMHOCTH 3a (DMHAHCOBH
HoKa3aTeau Ha cromaHcTBara (1997r.) W CTOMHOCTH W3NON3BaHM B APYTH CTPaHH, YHATO
aJICKBATHOCT 332 KOPEHO pPa3iM4yHATa COLMATHO-HKOHOMHMYECKA Cpela OT aHaJM3MpaHara B
JucepTanuara He € 000CHOBaHa.

7/ M3BOJHUTE 3a ,HEAOCTAaThYHA IyOJMYHA MOAKpena“ (KaTto LAJI0) M ,,[0JI0KHTETHA
poMsiHa mpe3 nporpamuus nepuos 2014-2020r. He ce MOIKPENAT OT aHAK3Aa B IJ1aBa TPETA.
OTHOCHTENHOTO HaMaleHHe Ha Opos Ha MAIKUTE CTONAHCTBA B IUITAHHHCKATE paliOHH Ipe3
uenvs aHanu3upaH nepuon (29%) € MHOro mo-Malko OT MAENBT Ha (HEXH3HEHHTE)
IIPEeyCTaHOBHIH ACHHOCT MaiKu (62%) u Bcuuku (73%) cTomaHCTBA B CTpaHATa KaTo IO
(Qurypa 14). Cpmo Taka AETbT Ha M3YE3HAIMTE MAIKH CTONAHCTBA B IUIAHHHCKATE pallOHM
npe3 2014-2020r. (21%) mnpeBHINaBa 3HAYHATETHO HAMAICHMETO Ha YHCICHOCTTa UM B
npeaxonuus nepuon (14%).

e/ TMpoTuBHO Ha oOHM4YaiiHus momxox “business as usual” cueHapuii (3ama3BaHe Ha
TPEHIOBETE) € IIPUET 3a ONTUMHUCTHYEH, 6e3 /1a ce 060CHOBE 3alll0 ce TIPaBU TOBA.

%/ B aBTOpedepara He € 106pe IPEACTABEHO CHABPKAHUETO U PE3YIITATATE B YETBHPTA
IJIaBa Ha AUCepTalUsTa.

Hckam na moayeprasi, Y€ MOCOYEHHTE KPUTHUYHH OEJIEXKKH He MOALCHABAT HAayYHHTE
NOCTHXEHHS M NPHUHOCH Ha AMCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYyHd, a IO CKOPO JOKAa3BaT CJIOXHOCTTA Ha
Pa3OMpPaHETO M OLIEHKAaTa HAa MKOHOMHYECKATa JXH3HECTIOCOOHOCT Ha epMHUTE KaTo LsUIO, ¥ Ha
TE3M B IUIAHWHCKH M MOJYIIJIAHMHCKA PaHOHU U B TEPUTOPHH C BUCOKA IPHPOIHA CTOMHOCT B

YacCTHOCT.

Hmam cieguute BBIIPOCH KBM JOKTOpaHTa:
L KpHTCpHHTe 3a Kareropusanusd Ha CTOIIAHCTBAaTa KaTO MAaJIKH U 3a OICHKA Ha
TAXHaTa UKOHOMHYECKATa XKU3HECIOCOOHOCT HE CJICABa JIH Ja C€ NIPOMCHAT BBB BPEMETO B

CHOTBETCTBHE C pa3BUTUETO HA YCIIOBUATA 3a QYHKIIHOHMpAHE HAa CTOMAHCTBATA B CTpaHaTa?



II. 3am0 He ce mom3Ba enHa CH ChIlA CHCTEMa OT IOKa3aTEId 3a OIEHKa Ha
CTOMAHCTBATa B IUIAHHHCKHUTE W IOJY-TUIAHUHCKH paiiOHM U T€3W B TEPHTOPHHUTE C BHUCOKA
IIPUPOJHA CTORHOCT?

III. Kou ca cmeruanduTe (M pasiId4HHA OT OOLIMTE 3a CTONAHCTBaTa B CTpPAHATa)
noTpeOHOCTH Ha MaJKWTe (epMH B IUIAHWHCKUTE U IMOJNYIUIAHMHCKM PAalHOHH M B 3€MHTE C
BHCOKa NPHpPOJHA CTOHHOCT, M crenupuuHuTe (pPa3iuyHHU OT OONIMTE) HACOKM H MEDPKH 3a
nmonoOpsiBaHe Ha TSAXHATA )XKU3HECTIOCOOHOCT?

IV. 3aimio B yc/I0BHS Ha pa3BUTa KOHKYPEHIHS U CBOOOIHO ,,IBXKEHHUE™ HA PECYPCHTE
HE HapacTBa M U3PaBHSBA PaBHHUIIETO HA HKOHOMHYECKA €(EKTUBHOCT U KU3HECIIOCOOHOCT Ha

CTOIIAaHCTBATa OT Pa3JIMYUCH THII, CHCIHATIA3 AN 1 MECTOIOJIOXKEHUE?

[IpenopruBaM Ha NOKTOpaHTa Aa MyONUKyBa pa3paboTkara Karo MoHorpadus Ha
OBIrapcKM W aHTJIMACKH TIped BHJ HAa aKTYaJHOCTTAa W M BHCOKAaTa Hay4yHa M NpaKTHYecKa
IIEHHOCT, a TaKa CBHINO Ja MPOXBDKH M 3aibJI00YH M3CIECABAHMUATA CH B Ta3H AUHAMHYHO

pa3BUBalla Ce M BaXKHA 3a HayKaTa M IIpPaKTHKaTa 0071acT.
3AK/IIOYEHHE:

B®3 0CHOBa Ha NPUJIOKEHHUTE, OT JOKTOpaHTKaTa, Pa3IMYHU METOAM Ha HM3CIICABAHE,
IIPaBUJIIHO MPOBEJACHUTE aHAJIM3U U OLICHKH, HampaBeHUTe 000OMICHHS M M3BOAM CUHMTaM, 4e
IPEJICTABEHUST JUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPy OTroBaps Ha m3ucksaHusTa Ha 3PACPD u IlpaBunHuka
3a YCJIOBHATA M pela 3a IpuIoOMBaHE Ha HAyYHH CTEIICHM W 3a 3a€MaHE Ha aKaJleMUYHH
nrsxHocte B CCA, xoeto My gaBa ocHosanue jia ro ouens IIOJTOXHUTEJHO.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha ropeusnoxeHoTo npepiaram aa ce npuchau Ha BOXKYPA ACEHOBA
OUJIAHCKA HaydyHata cremeH “mokTop” B oOiact Ha Bucme obpasoBanue 3 ComnuanHw,
CTOMAHCKH U MTPaBHH HayKH, podecrnonanno namnpasienue 3.8 Mkonomuka ksM MAU-Codus,

Hay4Ha CEMUAIHOCT ,,OpraHu3aiys U yrpaBlieHUue (3eMeaenue)®.

e\
Hara: 2.01.2025r. N3roTBNUJI CTAHOBHIIETO: /


S.Nikolova
Rectangle


STANDPOINT

For PhD thesis elaborated in the higher education field 3 Social, economic and legal
sciences, professional direction 3.8 Economics at IAE-Sofia, scientific specialty “Organisation

and management (Agriculture)”

Topic_and author of the dissertation: "ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF SMALL
FARMRS IN MOUNTAIN, SEMI-MOUNTAIN AREAS AND TERRITORIES WITH HIGH
NATURAL VALUE", BOZHURA ASENOVA FIDANSKA

Member of the scientific jury: Professor Dr. Hrabrin Ianouchev Bachev, Institute of
Agrarian Economics - Sofia, scientific specialty Economics and Management (agriculture),
Order for jury appointment HDK Ne PJ105-271/12.12.2024 of the President of the Agricultural
Academy

I Relevance of the studied problem

The dissertation is on one of the most topical and at the same time most discussed and
still incompletely developed issues of agrarian theory and practice — for a holistic assessment
of the economic viability of agricultural holdings and its critical factors. In the country, there
are practically no, and internationally there are few, comprehensive assessments of the level
and factors of economic viability of small agricultural holdings in mountainous and semi-
mountainous regions and territories with high natural value during the period of membership in

the European Union.

IL. Purpose, tasks and research methods

The goal, tasks, thesis and hypotheses of the dissertation are well formulated.
Appropriate modern approaches and methods of scientific analysis have been adapted, such as:
systematic, subject, complex, structural, comparative and value-measuring, statistical grouping,
dispersion analysis, survey and in-depth studies, graphic method, relative comparative
assessment, probability study with co-variation, descriptive analysis, indicator method, expert
assessment, statistical methods for determining trends, etc. A good attempt is made to apply a

holistic framework and to use "modern" categories of contemporary economic analysis such as
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small and agricultural farm, form of management and market orientation of the holding, land
and agriculture with high natural value, institutional and motivational environment,
sustainability, effect of policies, motivational factors and profile of agents, development

scenarios, etc.

III.  Visualization and interpretation of the results obtained. Literature used

A huge volume of statistical, report, survey, etc. data has been collected and processed,
which thoroughly analysed and correctly interpreted. The results obtained are successfully
presented in a variety of figures and tables — a total of 80. Numerous Bulgarian and foreign
academic publications, reports, official documents, etc. on the topic of the dissertation have
been thoroughly studied, critically analysed and correctly used, most of which are in English.

The work is well structured and written in modern scientific language.

IV. Contributions of the dissertation

Scientific-fundamental contributions: Based on a thorough critical analysis of the
development of the theory and practice of economic viability of agricultural holdings and
sustainable development, the theoretical and methodological framework for understanding,
analysing and assessing the economic viability of small farms in mountainous and semi-
mountainous regions and lands with high natural value in the conditions of implementation of
the EU CAP in Bulgaria have been developed. An original and (more) adequate definition of
the category of economic viability of the farm is proposed. Different approaches are
successfully adapted and a system of indicators for quantitative assessment of major aspects
and the overall economic viability of farms is proposed, which allows for a more complete

assessment of the level, development and dimensions of this complex farm characteristic.

Scientific-applied contributions: For the first time, a holistic assessment and
comparative analysis of the level, evolution and critical factors of economic viability of small
farms in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas and in areas of high natural value has been
made, covering the period of the country's membership in the EU. Important conclusions have
been made about the level and trends in the economic and financial status and economic
viability of small farms in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas, including farms with

different specialization in disadvantaged areas. The factors that determine (motivate and
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stimulate) the behaviour of small farms for agro-ecological activities in high natural value
lands have been identified. The needs, challenges and the likely change in the number of small
farms in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas during the new programming period have
been forecasted, and valuable recommendations have been made for improving their economic
viability through effective forms of public intervention.

The main goal and set tasks of the research have been successfully fulfilled, and the

thesis of the dissertation and the research hypotheses have been proven.

V. Quality evaluation of scientific publications, presenting the dissertation

results

Two scientific publications have been made that present well the main results of the
dissertation work, all in English and in prestigious academic publications of the Agricultural

Academy.
VI.  Critical remarks, questions and recommendations to the candidate
I have the following critical comments on the dissertation:

a/ the level of economic viability (high, medium, low) of small farms in the studied
areas is not assessed, but only its condition (vfable or unviable), dynamics and comparison with
that of small farms in the country.

b/ the role of Small Farm as a special structure (form) of governance is not fully taken
into account, which would have allowed for a better understanding of its (absolute and
comparative) efficiency and costs (production and transaction), potential and incentives for
adaptation, levels and prospects of sustainability, viability and resilience in the changing (and
highly specific to the researched regions) market, institutional and natural environment.

c/ in several places in the paper, there is an unnecessarily detailed presentation of well-
known economic indicators (standard gross profit, labour productivity, profitability, liquidity,
etc.) and methods described in detail in the literature (AVONA, evaluation of the strength of
motivation, RCA, PROCOV, etc.)

d/ in the methodology "old" reference values for financial indicators of farms (1997)
and values used in other countries are suggested, the adequacy of which for the fundamentally

different socio-economic environment from the one analysed in the dissertation is not justified.
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e/ the conclusions about "insufficient public support" (in general) and "positive change
during the 2014-2020 programming period" are not supported by the analysis in chapter three.
The relative decrease in the number of small farms in mountainous areas over the entire
analysed period (29%) is much less than the share of (non-viable) disappeared small farms
(62%) and all (73%) farms in the country (Figure 14). Similarly, the share of small farms that
disappeared in mountainous areas in 2014-2020 (21%) significantly exceeds the decrease in the
number in the previous period (14%).

f/ contrary to the common approach, the “business as usual” scenario (maintaining
trends) is adopted as optimistic, without justifying why this is done.

g/ the abstract does not properly present the content and results of the fourth chapter of
the dissertation.

I would like to emphasize that the above critical remarks do not underestimate the
scientific achievements and contributions of the dissertation work, but rather prove the
complexity of understanding and assessing the economic viability of farms in general, and of
those in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas and in territories with high natural value in

particular.

I have the following questions for the Doctoral candidate:

L. Shouldn’t the criteria for categorizing farms as small and for assessing their economic
viability change over time according to evolution of the conditions for the functioning of farms
in the country?

II. Why is the same system of indicators not used for assessing farms in mountainous
and semi-mountainous areas and those in areas‘of high natural value?

III. What are the special (and different from the general for farms in the country) needs
of small farms in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas and in areas of high natural value,
and the specific (different from the general) directions and measures for improving their
viability?

IV. Why, in conditions of developed competition and free “movement” of resources,
does the level of economic efficiency and viability of farms of different types, specializations

and locations not increase and equalize?

I recommend the doctoral candidate to.publish the work as a monograph in Bulgarian

and English, given its relevance and high scientific and practical value, and also to continue



and deepen her research in this dynamically developing and important for science and practice

arca.

CONCLUSION

Based on the applied by the candidate different research methods, correctly performed
analyses and evaluations, precise summaries and conclusions, I accept that the presented
dissertation meets the requirements of the Law for development of academic staff in Republic
of Bulgaria and the Regulations on terms and conditions for obtaining scientific degrees and
taking academic positions in Agricultural academy.

Therefore, I POSITIVELY evaluate the presented thesis and propose to award
BOZHURA ASENOVA FIDANSKA the scientific degree “Doctor” in the field of higher
education 3 Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.8 Economics at the
Institute of Agricultural Sciences-Sofia, scientific specialty “Organization and Management

(Agriculture)”.

Date: January 2, 2025 Member of the scientific jury:


S.Nikolova
Rectangle

S.Nikolova
Rectangle


